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University of Virginia Law School’s Center for National Security Law. An attorney and political scientist, Dr. Swift 
brings more than fifteen years of multidisciplinary experience to his research on terrorist syndicates, the future of armed 
conflict, and the intersection between constitutional law, international law, and national security. 
 
Dr. Swift is the author of the forthcoming book The Fighting Vanguard: Local Insurgencies in the Global Jihad. Drawing on 
field research in in Afghanistan, Yemen, and other contemporary conflict zones, the book untangles the complex global 
web of terrorist movements by examining al-Qaeda’s relationships with indigenous militants. By identifying the factors 
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In additional to advising U.S. policymakers on terrorism, national security, and legal issues, Dr. Swift also appeared as a 
guest analyst for ABC News, Al-Jazeera, the BBC, CBS News, CNN, Fox News, National Public Radio, and other 
leading broadcast media.  An Eagle Scout and graduate of the Derryfield School, he earned an A.B. in government and 
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